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Message from the Office of WURI

October 10, 2025
Dear Colleagues and Friends of WURI,

We sincerely thank you for your active participation in the 2025 WURI Rankings through the
submission of innovative projects and programs.

This year, 4,866 cases were collected from 1,252 universities in 88 countries, up 91% in cases
and 22% in universities from 2024. Many institutions submitted more than 100 cases,
demonstrating their strong commitment to innovation and progress.

We are equally grateful for your participation in this year’s two major WURI events.

The Fifth Annual Conference of the Hanseatic League of Universities (HLU) took place July 9—
11 in Dumaguete City, Philippines. Hosted by Negros Oriental State University, St. Paul
University, and Silliman University. The event drew 208 participants from more than 80 colleges
and universities worldwide to celebrate the unveiling of the 2025 WURI rankings.

The Second WURI Global Conference, held on September 24-26 at Tongmyong University in
Busan, Korea, brought together 375 participants from 131 universities in 20 countries. The event
featured 31 research papers and 15 guest editors’ plans for special issues on “WURI Rankings:
Their Roles and Impacts on University Management in the Era of AL”

Since its founding in 2019 as the World Universities with Real Impact and transformation in 2020
into the World University Rankings for Innovation, WURI has grown into a global platform
promoting creativity, entrepreneurship, and social responsibility through its ranking system,
innovation networks, and research programs.

In 2026, WURI advances with two new initiatives:

1. The Third Axis — “What to Innovate.”

This adds commercialization as the fourth mission of universities, alongside research, education,
and service, encouraging universities to become self-evolving institutions driving sustainable
progress.

2. Classification of Innovation Cases by Organizational Unit.
From 2026, cases will be grouped by the school, college, or headquarters that submitted them,
enabling more meaningful comparison and learning among institutions.

We believe the WURI Ranking, which measures innovation, must itself continue to innovate — a
true “square of innovation.” We remain dedicated to helping universities worldwide realize their
boldest dreams.
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We invite you to participate in the 2026 WURI Rankings by submitting cases across three axes
and 24 categories by December 5, 2025, and to join us at the following key events:

Year HLU WURI WURI International
Annual Conference Global Conference Research Conference
Nantou, Taiwan Deggendorf, Germany Manila, Philippines
2026 | National Chi Nan University | Deggendorf IT Makati University
(May 6-8) (Sep 23-25) (Nov 18-20)
Cairo, Egypt San Francisco, USA Bangalore, India
2027 | Badr University in Cairo Minerva University Christ University
(May 5-7) (Sep 22-24) (Nov 17-19)
2008 Sao Paulo, Brazil Quito, Ecuador
Inteli (May) UIDE (Sep 20-22)

We look forward to continued collaboration through these global gatherings and networks.
With sincere gratitude and warm regards,
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yung-Sung Kim, President, iSTAT---Official WURI Metrics Provider
T3
J 'ﬁlﬁf Chair, WURI Global Conference 2026

Dong-sung Cho, Founder, WURI Foundation



